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treatment to which he knew he should be exposed as a prisoner,
he stabbed himself to the heart

Peelajee's treachery was rewaided by an equal share of the
chouth with Kuntajee , and both, in conjunction, proceeded to
levy their assignments, but the division of the money led
to perpetual disputes For some tune these differences only
produced heavier impositions on the towns and villages When,
however, the Mahratta leaders approached Cambay, and began,
as usual, to burn the suburbs foi the purpose of intimida-
tion, the inhabitants, awaie of their dissensions, and affecting
to consider Kuntajee the supenoi, sent a messenger to Pcelajee
hinting this circumstance, and offering him a sum of money to
retue Peelajee, exasperated by the insult, confined the mes-
senger , Kuntajee insisted on his being released, and both flew
to arms to assert their prerogative After a severe conflict,
within sight of the walls, Peelajee was discomfited, and ictircd
to Matur, near Kaira The contribution fiom Cambay was
levied by the victor The sum of five thousand mpees having
been demanded from the English factory, the agents pleaded
exemption, m consequence of pnvilege of trade from the ' Shao
Raja,' but at this 'the armed villains,* as Mi Innes, the
chief of the factory, in bitterness of heart, teims them, ' only
* laughed'*

Hamed Khan, f oreseemg the desertion of one or other of hits
allies, made them sign an agreement, by which the chouth,
east of the Myhee, was assigned to Peelajee, and that to the
west, to Kuntajee The Mahrattas still preserved then original
custom of retiring to quarters during the rainy season, and
soon after the battle at Cambay, Peelajee retned to Songurh,
near Surat, and Kuntajee to a district which he held in
Candeish

Sur Boolund Khan, an excellent and popular officer, who
had been unjustly removed from Cabul, was at this season of
difficulty courted by the empeior, and earnestly solicited to
repair to his government m Goozerat, for the purpose of sup-
pressing the formidable insurrection of Hamed Khan A large
army was soon assembled under his command, and he pro<-
ceeded on his route to Ahmedabad in A. D 1725 Hamed
1 [Graat Duff, op cut, i, 304.]